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The Downtown Sculpture Tour is
proudly brought to you by the

Downtown Development Authority.




It started with one sculpture.

In 2009, as the Hastings Downtown Development Authority (DDA)
created a quiet rest area behind City Hall, they leased a single piece
from the Midwest Sculpture Initiative (MSI). Before the six-month
lease was even up, a community member purchased the sculpture
and donated it to the City—turning a temporary installation into
something permanent.

That moment sparked something bigger.

In 2010, the DDA expanded the idea into the first Downtown
Sculpture Exhibit, bringing in 11 leased pieces from MSI. Community
excitement built quickly, and before the exhibit was even installed,
additional sculptures were added. By the end of the year, the
collection had grown to 17.

From there, the exhibit continued to grow—year after year—both in
size and in impact. Donations from the DeCamp Family and
employees of Flexfab LLC helped establish permanent homes for
two sculptures: Avian Ascent by Toni Lucadello along the Hastings
Riverwalk, and Radiolaria by John W. Parker at the entrance to the
Hastings Spray Plaza. Completed in 2013, the Spray Plaza—funded
largely through private donations—stands as a lasting symbol of
what community-driven investment in public art can achieve.

Today, the exhibit is more than a collection of sculptures. It's a reason
people gather, explore, and connect. Visitors travel from across the
region and beyond, often surprised to find a display of this scale in a
community our size. For many, a walk through downtown Hastings
has become a tradition—an easy, free way to experience art
together.

The Downtown Sculpture Exhibit has also become a model for
placemaking, showing how art can shape not just a space, but a
sense of pride, identity, and economic vitality.

Thank you for being part of the story. We hope you'll return often to
experience the exhibit and explore Hastings on the Thornapple.
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If you are interested in purchasing a sculpture,
contact the City of Hastings Community Development
Department to make further arrangements.
269.945.2468
www.downtownhastings.com
Sculptures may be purchased and gifted to the City of

Hastings in support of the arts or in memory of a loved
one for permanent display.

Leased sculptures provided by
Midwest Sculpture Initiative

www.msisculpture.com

FLATLANDERS

SCULPTURE SUPPLY
ART GALLERIES

Flatlanders Sculpture Supply is a full-service sculpture resource

available to construct artworks for many public and private projects, in
addition to numerous other services related to sculpture; there is
Flatlanders Art Galleries, featuring two galleries, a fine craft gallery and
an outdoor sculpture park.
Additionally, the Midwest Sculpture Initiative (MSI) offers outdoor

Ik hibits thr h Michi Ohio and Indi as a way to

Midwest Sculpture Initiative F
Blissfield, Michigan Flatlanders and MS] are located 1 % miles east of Blissfield MI, at 11993
East US Highway 223. For more information visit our websites:
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Exploring the Downtown Hastings Sculpture Exhibit is
meant to be easy, interactive, and entirely your own.

View the full sculpture map in the middle of this book
and plan your route through downtown.

Each piece is labeled with a number that matches
both the map and the sculptures in this booklet.

Flip to the corresponding page to read about the
artist, materials, and inspiration behind each
sculpture.

You'll find a notes section on each sculpture page.
Use it to jot down your thoughts, favorites, or even
sketch what you see. There are no wrong answers
here (art critics are optional).

Every visit can be a new experience. Different light,
different seasons, different perspectives.



MICHAEL MAGNOTTA

East Lansing, Ml

“As a sculptor, privileged to have my work in the public sphere, | feel a responsibility
to engage the viewer and provide a positive visual presence to the community.

My journey in the arts began some 35 years ago in photography. Architectural
studies broadened my artistic horizons as | learned how the integration of
materials in a thoughtful design impacts the environment.

In a transition from architecture to sculpture, | found expression in creating art
from industrial remnants and cast-offs. With inspiration from the masters of the
genre, my work arises from my experiences and things | love - jazz, space, nature,
mankind, and beauty in all its manifestations. The Japanese aesthetic of wabi-sabi,
beauty in the imperfect and the natural time-worn patina, also resonates in my art.

My sculptures typically begin with a trip to the metal yard. There, among the
industrial detritus, | gather my palette, much as a painter chooses their paints.
From the shapes and textures | rescue, a conversation takes place - a visual
conversation - that results in the three dimensional work comprising my
sculptures.”




DW MARTIN

Edinboro, PA

“My initial interest and departure point comes from observations of electrical
pylons that carry high voltage power lines across the land. There are two main
elements that have captivated my creative urges and have led to the sculptures
that | produce.

It has been my desire to take a static structure that is common in our daily

visual vocabulary and bring to it life, in hopes of changing our visual perception of
an otherwise mundane object. | have continued to investigate movement in the
forms pushing the inanimate into animate, perhaps anthropomorphism. | proceed
by developing a surface that emits a visual noise using line, color and the physical
mark.”




MIKE SOHIKIAN

Genoa, OH

Mike Sohikian, a retired ironworker has been a member of the Bridge and Structural
Ironworkers Local 55 for 37 years. He has had a lifetime of love and appreciation
for art, but didn’t begin his art career until 1995. Since then he has garnered
acclaim and numerous prestigious awards and recognition for his paintings and
sculptures.

Sohikian is best known for taking salvaged steel to new heights with impressive
and innovative concepts. He assembles industrial materials as well as reworks the
materials into fascinating forms. Within the past thirteen years his paintings and
sculpture work has been published in news articles and numerous art publications,
most noteworthy is inclusion of his work in four of Schiffer Publishing Collectors
Editions, most recently The Sculpture Reference (lllustrated) by Arthur Williams,
2005. His paintings and sculptures are in over 400 art collections nationwide.




KENNETH M THOMPSON

Blissfield, Ml

“I have always had a fascination with buildings and bridges, as well as, the
columns, posts, beams and arches that support them. | come to this world from a
tradition of craftsmanship. | prefer to use materials that convey strength. | have
always felt that good art should be well made and that there is no excuse for poor
craftsmanship. | see each sculpture as a 'clean sheet of paper' that presents new
opportunities to discover solutions. Beyond content and suitability, my sculpture
concentrates on the fundamental issues of form and how negative space defines
it, as well as, the techniques employed to create it.”

Ken Thompson holds a Honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts from Siena Heights
University, a Master of Liberal Studies in Sculpture from the University of Toledo
and a Bachelor of Fine Arts in painting and printmaking from Siena Heights College
(University), Adrian, Michigan. Ken has been making sculpture since 1978 out of a
former car dealership now turned studio in Blissfield, Michigan. From this facility,
he and his assistants also operate Flatlanders Sculpture Supply & Art Galleries and
the Midwest Sculpture Initiative. Ken is well versed in bronze casting and metal
fabrication but prefers stone carving.
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ROBERT GEORGIC

Belleville, Ml

“I don't have one - | forge things out of metal - people

either like them or they don't

what more is there to say

| could make up something, but that seems a waste of time.
Thank you.”

Mr. Georgic in his home-based metals shop and art studio, located in Belleville,

Michigan. Summer themes like flowers, animals and insects are a recurring theme
for Georgic.
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KIRK SEESE

#6 Lutherville Timonium, MD

Price
$14,000

Kirk Seese is a lifetime visual artist, specializing in large scale murals and public
sculpture. From facilitating community mural projects using volunteers of all ages, to
designing multi-million-dollar indoor climbing gyms for franchisees, Kirk offers a wide
range of expertise in design, fabrication, delivery and installation of winning artworks
across the nation, with public sculpture and murals currently located in 37 states and
British Columbia, Canada.

Open love letter to public art:

What | love about you, public art, is that you are meant for everyone.

You require no entry fee, cover charge or special invitation.

Set free from the galleries, museums, and private homes of the past.

You're out there, in the wild, unapologetic, yet vulnerable, and for everyone to see.
You must be strong, durable, able to withstand all types of weather, public scrutiny,
and the test of time.

You can be interactive, kinetic or stationary, and come in so many forms.

In all shapes and sizes.

You invite discussion and bring the world of visual arts to people’s everyday lives.
For all these reasons and many more, | will adore you for the rest of my life!
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